


> WINNERS: SEATING
Dimple chair and Lolah chair, Janus et Cie

Equinox Sun Lounge, Barlow Tyrie Inc.
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Designer Kenneth
Cobonpue put a new face
on modern design by find-
ing inspiration in nature.
Cobonpue’s Dimple stain-
less steel chair and Lolah
bent woven lounge “echo
soft, organic and natural
shapes,” says Wendy
Rhiger, Marketing
Manager at Janus et Cie.
“Cobonpue’s designs are
unique because they are
an exercise in structure,
transparency and crafts-
manship. They are extre-
mely versatile, durable,
require little maintenance
and are impervious to
the elements”

Designed for Janus et
Cie, the pieces are hand-
woven over a powder-coat-
ed steel frame and inte-
grate Hularo®, a synthetic
woven fiber. Hularo is
highly resistant to chlori-
nated water, sea water, hot
and cold temperatures,
soil, salts and body lotions.

The Lolah collection is
available in both a natural
fiber version for indoor use
only and a Hularo version
for indoor and outdoor
use. “We've received an
overwhelmingly positive
response to the pieces and
have found that the con-
sumer is seeking out the

pieces for their outstand-
ing design, contemporary-
yet-timeless styling and
durability,” Rhiger says.
Mark Tyrie’s Equinox
Sun Lounge, designed for
continuous outdoor use,
surpasses other loungers
because of its superior
construction and low
maintenance requirements:
It is rust-resistant and easy
to stack. Striving for a
crisp, clean design that
was simple yet functional,
Tyrie crafted the lounger
to accompany the Equinox
chairs and tables released
last year. “Our inspiration
came from the use of

new materials that allow
us to design in a much
finer, contemporary style”
Tyrie says.

The loungers are con-
structed of Marine-grade
stainless steel, natural teak
or Textilene sling, and
designed with stacking and
modular grouping in mind.
“Material selection played
a large part in forming the
overall aesthetic. Working
with quality materials
helps improve the overall
quality of the furniture and
gives the market confi-
dence that the product will
last and be good at its
intended job,” Tyrie says.

Lolah chair
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> WINNERS: LIGHTING
The Regent, Electric Mirror

Solaris, Leucos USA Inc.

“Products like ours have
been so important,
because more and more
people are expecting their
hotel rooms — especially
the bathroom — to be supe-
rior to what they have at
home,” says Jim Mischel,
President and Chief
Designer of products for
Electric Mirror.

Mischel notes a general
move among luxury hotels
to create spa-like, relaxing
bathrooms and says that
every major brand is intro-
ducing these concepts into
their properties. According
to Mischel, the vanity is
one of the most important
areas in a guest’s room. He
created The Regent to be
highly functional and to
seamlessly integrate into
any décor with a minimal-
ist design and clean wood
frame. The backlit mirror
and LCD television com-
bine and fit into a full van-
ity mirror of any size,
allowing guests to prepare
for their day, catch up on
news and experience no-
shadow lighting in a fog-
free mirror.

Designers are embrac-
ing the product, because it
provides an alternative to
the traditional look of a
mirror between two wall
sconces. “That was repeat-
ed over and over,” Mischel
says. “We've experienced a
huge trend toward the
entire integration of light
and mirror totally replac-
ing separate sconces.
Ultra-thin televisions will
revolutionize the hotel as
well as the high-end resi-
dential industry”

Architects and design-
ers will appreciate the
color, simplicity and form
of the Solaris glass sus-
pension lamps made by
Leucos USA Inc. The
lamp’s ribbed shade has
a contemporary flare and
diffuses the light source
evenly. “The simple form
of this family of glass dif-
fusers is an archetype
and can therefore be eas-
ily integrated into any
space without invading
or interfering with that
space,” says Josie
Anthony, President of
Leucos USA.

The Regent

The shades are made
using centrifugal force that
pushes the glass toward
the inside of the mold until
it adheres completely to
the inside, creating a
ribbed effect. This diffuses
the light source evenly
while creating a decorative
statement. “Furthermore,
with this technique, the
diffuser comes out from
the mold almost complete-
ly finished, eliminating the
need to go through another

Solaris
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process and reducing the
overall cost of the
fixture,” Anthony says.
By working closely
with glass factories,
designers at Leucos were
able to create a fresh set
of colors, including lemon
yellow, blue and opaline,
for the lamps. “These
colors are different from
the traditional gamma
normally used by glass
factories in Murano,
[Italy],” Anthony says.




> WINNER: ACCESSORIES/SPECIALTIES
KWC Murano, KWC America

With its clean lines and
simple but elegant design,
the KWC Murano single-
lever lavatory faucet adds
timeless style to any bath-
room. Created by Bruno
Sacco, Director of Design
for Mercedes-Benz, and
industrial designer
Reinhard Zetsche, this
faucet makes water its
main focus. When turned
on, the water cascades
over the glass dish,

bringing the beauty of a
waterfall indoors.

The KWC Murano is
constructed out of high-
quality glass and chrome
and has a water flow rate
of 2.2 gallons per minute.

Coated in
Hansapermatec®, the
faucet is easy to clean and
is resistant to fingerprints
and lime scale deposits. Its
pop-up assembly also
makes it easy to install.

Honorable Mentions

CATEGORY PRODUCT DESIGNER / MANUFACTURER

Applied Finishes: Wall Covering | Mother of Pearl Maya Romanoff Corp.

Textiles: Upholstery Genoise Jane Wicks / Designtex

Flooring: Carpet/Rugs Collection of carpeting and rugs The Natural Carpet Co.

Seating: Individual Lounge Diesis Lorenzo Bellini / Loewenstein

Seating: Individual Outdoor Neo Contour Double Chaise Jeannie Flynn / CMS Commercial
Furniture

SPRING 2006 perspactive www.1ipa.orc



